Date

Mr. Michael A. Rich
151 Chamale Drive
Slidell, LA 70460

Re: Louisiana Board of Ethics Docket No. 2021-847
Advisory Opinion

Dear Mr. Rich: QP

The Louisiana Board of Ethics, at its January 7, 2022 meeting, considered your r@q\u@ for an
advisory opinion regarding whether the Code of Governmental Ethics (“Code” oquﬁbﬁ prohibit
you from serving as the financial advisor on Troy Ingram’s retirement accountw ﬁ:@ he serves as
the contract attorney for the St. Tammany Fire Protection District N%) Q&a@\yqﬁsewe as one of

its Commissioners. S N @\
b A
&

FACTS PROVIDED <2>
. \\\“ «\\ \\
You stated that you are a Commissioner on the St. Tam 3/ Eire Protectlon District No. 1 Board
of Commissioners (the “District”). Troy Ingram is t]a}/cg £ attorney for the District. You
stated that you are also a certified financial pl ra d r with LPL Financial. Mr. Ingram
maintains a retirement account with LPL for .'c‘\]ﬁ/@\am&he advisor. You stated that you charge

tgwané%r management.
& &

You also stated that you are responsib @ \pért\@gﬁcally evaluatmg Mr. Ingram's performance as
the District's attorney and for makngg eSm@iaendatlons concerning his continued employment
with the District. RN \\

(& 5 < LAW
La. R.S. 42: 1111C(2Q§d)\p¥oyj(?es that no public servant and no legal entity in which the public
servant exercises c@ntml‘ Qb%wns an interest in excess of twenty-five percent, shall receive any
thing of economi V Q\i’or or in consideration of services rendered, or to be rendered, to or for
any person durlrkg ]%g« public service unless such services are: (d) Neither performed for nor
compensated agy" person or from any officer, director, agent, or employee of such person, if
such public s%r@lt knows or reasonably should know that such person has or is seeking to obtain
contract gr\?)ther business or financial relationships with the public servant's agency; conducts
opera@%n%%f activities which are regulated by the public employee’s agency; or has substantial
economic interests which may be substantially affected by the performance or nonperformance of
the public employee’s official duty.

La. R.S. 42:1115A(1) prohibits a public servant from soliciting or accepting, directly or indirectly,
any thing of economic value as a gift or gratuity from any person or from any officer, director,
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agent, or employee of such person, if such public servant knows or reasonably should know that
such person has or is seeking to have a contractual, business or financial relationship with the
public servant's agency.

La. R.S. 42:1115B(2) prohibits a public employee from soliciting or accepting, directly or
indirectly, any thing of economic value as a gift or gratuity from any person or from any officer,
director, agent, or employee of such person, if such public employee knows or reasonably should
know that such person has a substantial economic interest which may be substantially affected by
the performance or nonperformance of the public employee's office duty.
ANALYSIS ‘°©
0\\ D
La. R.S. 42:1111C(2)(d) prohibits a public servant from receiving any thing of: @o®mlc value
from a person that has or is seeking to have a contractual relationship with thé p@vﬁhc servant’s
agency or the person has substantial economic interests that may be aﬁﬁette@% “the performance
or nonperformance of the public servant’s public duties. Troy Ingramg% a\\p’\rab&‘blted source to you
by virtue of his contract with the St. Tammany Fire Protection D@ng&ﬁ{gfl to provide services
as the District’s attorney. Mr. Ingram has a substantial ecéa;tomgc jnterest in his contractual
employment with the District. Mr. Ingram is also a prohlbltgﬁ’ sﬂgahrc\e\”to you as you can affect his
employment through your evaluation of his job perfor@‘ar&c@ &sz'attorney for the District and
through your recommendations of whether he ca ﬁﬁa@ﬁ Y such contractual employment.
Therefore, you are prohibited from receivin *ihlgﬁ of economic value for your financial
advisor services to Mr. Ingram while he ser @‘? tl \c@}tract attorney for the District and you
serve as a Commissioner for the District. C}) o) N >

Q‘b S Y K
CLUSION
éé?N‘

The Board concluded, and 1nstructéﬁﬁ% t@“mform you, that the Code of Governmental Ethics
prohibits you from providing CQtﬁinasaAse financial advisor services to Troy Ingram while he is
the contract attorney for the % ny Fire Protection District No. 1 and while you serve as a
member of the St. Tammgg& .E?otectlon District No. 1 Board of Commissioners.
\\

This advisory oplnlcm 1@5&3&1 solely on the facts as set forth herein. Changes to the facts as
presented may rfgshl«‘\qn &' different application of the provisions of the Louisiana Code of
Governmental Eth}@% Iihe Board issues no opinion as to past conduct or as to laws other than the
Louisiana Code\@@f Governmental Ethics, the Campaign Finance Disclosure Act, the Lobbyist
Disclosure A@ﬁs (@ﬁd the conflict of interest provisions contained in the Louisiana Gaming Control
Law. If @“ lga}/e any questions, please contact me at (800) 842-6630 or (225) 219-5600.

eQQ et
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Sincerely,

LOUISIANA BOARD OF ETHICS

Tracy M. Barker

Deputy General Counsel

For the Board
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